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* Ec Choimons: 
Appointed to Inſpe& the 


EXAMINATIONS] 


ETYVEN IN BY 


Dominici Langton Clerk, 


Formerly a Fryar in this Kingdom, 
AGCATNST- - © 


of Lew Meares, Eſq; and other Proteſtant 8 of the 
{ eie of Weſpmeath ; And the e thereon. 


„N | 
U & Committee in Obedience to the Order of this Houſe, | 
ole they were directed to Inſpect the Examinations given in by 
Dominick Langton Clerk, formerly a Fryar in this Kingdom, again 
Lewis Meares, Eſq; and other Proteſtant Gentlemen in the County. 
of Weſtmeath, and to Enquire into the Proceedings that were had thereon, 
and to Report the ſame with their Opinion therein to the Houſe, met accord-; 
ingly, and Sum moned the faid Dominick Langton, and other the Parties Con- 
cern'd in that Proſecution, to appear before Your Committee. That Purſuant c 
„ | 0 the faid Summons, the ſaid Dominick Langton appeared before Your Commit- 
| tee, on Friday the Third Day: of this Inſtant August, and then, and there Deli- 4 
vered himſelf in the following Words; viz. That he came to fhew his Reſpetts to 
#his Honourable Houſe, He does not decline in the leaſt, that this Buſmeſs ſhould be I. 
E brought to derek, That he is willing to Seal with the lat drop of his Blood, what he p 
wort againit the Gentlemen of the County of Weſtmeath, At the ſame time he is 
* * Houſe of . at 8 a. Clock there 
to, 
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to Morrow, and to bring all his Papers relating to that Matter, before their 
Lordſhips, and being Domeſtick Chaplain to the Biſhop of Oſſr y, he cannot 
Anſwer any Queſtions to this Honourable Houſe, without the Leave of the 
Houſe of Lords. EY „ 82 „ 
Being deſired to Anſwer to a Queſtion propos'd; viz. When he was Sum- 
mo led to Attend this Committee, he Anſwered, He would make no Anſwer 
wi:hout the Leave of the Houſe of Lords. | 3 | 
| THAT Your Committee Inſpected the Examinations againſt the ſaid Lewg 
Meares and other Proteſtant Gentlemen of the County of We#mearh, in which 
Examinations the ſaid Dominick Langton Swore, That for Nine or Ten Years 
before he gave in his ſaid Examination, he heard Lewis Meares at ſeveral Times 
ſpeak Diſreſpectfully of the Reſtoration of the Royal Family; And that the 


i} faid Lewis Meares, and one Captain Milliam Gamble reproved the Examinant 


for refleing in his Sermon, Preach'd in Ratheonrath Church, on the Rebellion 


IF againſt K. arlesthe I. and that the faid Lewis Aieares had attempted to Cortupt 


ants 


* 


. 0, NOR.S. WS, 


the Loyalty of the ſaid Dominick Langtou's Principles, as to the Doctrines f 


Paſſive-Obedience, and Non-Reſiſtance, and reproved him for Preaching that Do- 


ctrine. And that one Captain Newſtead at another time Declared to the Exa- 
minant, That the Change newly made in Her Majeſty's Miniſtry, was with 
Deſign to bring in the Pretender; and that he the ſaid Nemſtæad would Engage 

as many as he could; and that upon this Diſcourſe with the ſaid Newftead, the 
Examinant not only feared, but verily believed, that a general Inſurrection, or 
riſing in Rebellion was on Foot to bring in the Pretender : And that thereupom 
he the Examinant Engaged one Feremiah Warren, Servant to Lewis Meares, to 
Watch and Obſerve what he could in relation to any Plot that might be Hatch- 


Jing. And that ſome time after, in the Month of September laſt, Richard New- 


ſtead being at Mr.-Gamble's Houſe ſaid, He expected his Son would come to him 
there from Meares-Court, whither he had ſent him with a Letter, which Let- 
ter the Examinant depoſed he did Conjecture to be a Letter to ſtir up and Edge 
on Lew# nere, and his Friends in the aforemention'd Deſign. And that the 


Examinant ſome Time after, meeting the ſaid Jeremiah Warren, Servant to the _ 
ſaid Lewis Meares, asked the ſaid Warren, what his Thoughts were on the Buſ- 


neſs on which Nemſtead's Son went to Meares-Court, and that Warren told the 
Examinant, That Lewis Meares received Newſtead's Son very kindly, and took 
him into his Cloſet; whereupon Jeremy Warren liſtened to their Converſation 
in the (loſet, and obſerved Nemſtead brought to Lewis Meares a great long Parch- 
nent, which Lewis Meares refuſed to Sign; but that Warren was afterwards 


; old by a Fellow-Servant of his, that Lewis: Meares Signed the Parchment on 


the Third of OfF-ber, at the Fair of Ballymore, and in his ſaid Examinations, 


Wncerts ſeveral Diſcourſes and Diſputes with one George Jones, Mungo Campbell 
and others, relating to the Doctrine of Paſſive- Obedience, and the Affronts that 


ere put on him for Preaching that Doctrine. And in the Clofe of his Exami- 


'Wations depoſeth, That he did not Depoſe any thing/in his Examination, out of, 
Paſſion, Reſentment, or Revenge, but purely to Diicharge his Holy Function, 


moſt groſly Abuſed by George Foues Junior, and to move the as to 
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have a watchful Eye over People whom he feared were Entering into an Aſſoci- 


the Examinant asked Meares, why he did not Drink the Queen's Health? to 


poſed that Mr. Newſtead told him, That all thoſe that were againſt Paſſive-Obe- 


71 > Fr * E 7 
— 


(4) 5 * 


ation, and fomenting Rebellion againſt Her Majeſty. And in his Additional, | 
or further Examinations, the ſaid Dominick Langton Swore, That either Mr. 
Hagan, or his Brother Mr. Kelly ſhewed the Examinant the Form of an Oath of | 


Aſſociation, in a Printed Pamphlet which they ſuppoſed was, what was con- | 


tained in the faid Parchment. And further Depoſed, That about a Fortnight | 


after Her Majeſty's Acceſſion to the Throne, the Examinant Dominick Langton, 
being at Mears's Houſe, who uſually after Dinner, drank King William's Health, 


which the ſaid Meares replyed, that Name was Death to him. And further De- 
djence were ready to Riſe, rather than ſuffer their Throats to be Cut by the 


faid new Miniſtry ; and having asked how Mr. Jones, Mr. Bowen, and others 
ſtood affected, he ſaid, that he the ſaid Nemſtead ſaid, he would Edge them on, 


and Head them whilſt he was able to Stand; and that all the Low-Church-men 


were ready to Riſe ; which Diſcourſe of the ſaid Newſtead the Examinant 
Swears, put him into a Dread of a general Inſurrection, which made him the 
Day following to Communicate it to Major Edward Fitz-Gerald of Pierftown, and 
ſome Days following to the ſaid Jeremy Warren, and then deſired the ſaid Warren 


to Obſerve the ſaid Newſtead's Diſcourſe, if he ſhould ſee him at Meares's Houle, | 
for which the Examinant aſſured the ſaid Feremy Warren a Reward, eſpecially | 


if the Duke of Ormonde ſhould come over Lord Lieutenant as was Expected. 
Your Committee inſpected the Examinations of Feremy Warren, taken be- 
fore the Lords Juſtices and Council, who Swears he never had any Diſcourſe 
with Dominick Langton about any Meſſage brought to his Maſter Lewis Meares, 
nor any my of an Aſſociation or Conſpiracy, and deny's that ever Dominick 
Langton, or his Brother took Notice to him of any Aſſociation, neither had he 
any Directions from the ſaid Dominick Langton to take Notice thereof, or to 
give him any Notice of any Aſſociation or Conſpiracy; and having inſpected 


rhe Examination of the ſaid Major Edward Fitx-Gerald, taken before the Lords 


Juſtices and Council, the ſaid Edward Fitz-Gerald in his Examination, denies 
that Dominick Langton, ever adviſed with him therein, or that he the ſaid Firz- 
Geral adviſed the faid Dominick Langton, to inform the Government of the a- 


foreſaid Parchment. | T. Hf 
Michael Langton Brother of the ſaid Dominick Langton, who by Order of the Lords 


Iuſlices and Council, was brought up in Cuſtody of a Meſſenger, gave in a very, 


long Examination before Mr. Juſtice Coote the Fourteenth Day of December, One 
Thouſand Seven Hundred and Ten: In which there are very material Variances 
and Matters incerted contrary to the Examinations given in by the ſaid. Domi- 
nick Langton, tho' we mult obſerve that Extraordinary Methods were uſed by 
the-ſaid Dominick Langton, to prepare his Brother Michael, before he gave in 


his Examinations aforefaid, there being the following Paragraph in the Exami- 


nation of the ſaid Michael, viz. ; 
* FERN 1 : 
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The Examinant further ſa 


. 


ith, that he the Examinantarmnt 


ſtreet, that he did not ſee the ſaid Dominick Langton till this Morning about eight 
or nine of the Clock, at which time the Examinant went to the Sign of che 


Six of the Clock in the Evening Veſterday, and Lodged at the 7. Aber in T "mM ve. 


Wheat=Sheaf in Thomas-ſtreet, where the ſaid Dominick Lodged ; and after ſome _ » 


Congratulatory Expreſſions, which he the ſaid Dominick made uſe of to the Ex- 


aminant, he the faid Dominick Acquainted the Examinant with the Reaſons: 


why the Examinant was ſent for, and withal asked the Examinant whether he 


the Examinant remembered the Diſcourſes which Ferry had concerning Cap- 
tain Newſtead and Mr. Lewis Meares in the County of Weſtmeath ; the Exami- 
nant made anſwer that he did, and repeated the words, whereupon the {aid Domi- 
nick ſaid he was glad that he remembered it, and then deſired the Examinant to 
go along with him to Mr. Higgins the Clergy man's, whereupon the ſaid Domi- 


2ick and the Examinant went together this Morning to Strand- ſtreet to Mr. Hig- 


gins his Houſe near to a Coach-makers, where the ſaid Dominick and the Exa- 
minant found him in Bed, who being informed by the aforeſaid Dominick Lang- 
ton Who the Examinant was, deſired by Mr. Higgins and the ſaid Dominick Lang- 


ton to relate to them what he the Examinant knew of the ſaid Ferry*s Diſcourſe 
: ers, to the aforeſaid Meſſage and Letter from Nemſtead to Lewis Meares, and 


of the ſaid Parchment, which the Examinant did immediately do, and told the 
{ame to the faid Z27ins; that thereupon he the ſaid Higgins deſired the Exami- 


nant and the faid Do2zinict to walk into his Dining-Room, and having ſlipt on 


his Night-Gown, came into.the Dining-Room to the ſaid Dominick, and the 
Examinant when after ſome Diſcourſe which the ſaid Higgins, and the Exami- 


nant, and his Brother Dominick Langton had together on the aforeſaid Subject: 
He the ſaid Higgins produced a Copy of his the faid Dominick's Examination, 
which conſiſted as near as the Examinant can Remember of five or {ix Sheets or 


Leaves of Paper, and gave it to the Examinant to read, and at the ſame time 
the ſaid Mr. Higgins pointed with his Finger (after he the ſaid Higgins had open- 


Mr. Higgins as aforeſaid directed or pointed to him to read, but not all of it: 


But the Examinant cannot be poſſitive whether it was at the Inſtance of the ſaid 
Dominick Langton, that the Copy of the ſaid Examination was produced to the 
Examinant, or whether it was Mr. Higgins did it of his own Motion. | 


Lewis Mearcs, Eſq; Appeared before your Committee, and being Examined, 
ſaid, that he thought Mr. Langton was what at firſt he profeſſed himſelf to be by 
his order and Habit, that on that Account he Entertained him in his Houle; 


and procured him an ample Certificate; but ſome time after, a Neighbour of 


his one Shorne who was a Proteſtant, Marryed a. Papi, whoſe Father deſired 
the ſaid Meares to prevail with the ſaid Langton to Convert the ſaid Papiſt 3 that 


the ſaid Langton prevented her Converfion, rather than inclined her to it; the ſaid 
Lewis Meares denies that he ever Signed any Parchment, or Paper with Captain 
| Nejoſtead, but a Bill of Fifteen Pounds at the Fair of Ballymore, there having . 
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ed the Book containing the ſaid Examination) where and what part thereof the 
Examinant ſhould read, whereupon the Examinant read a good part of what 
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Diſcourſe between theſaid Meares and News 


"x; 
+.® 


fead for f ive or Six Years before. 


Ir likewiſe appeared to the Committee by the Teſtimony of.ſeveral Witneſſes, 


that the ſaid Dominick Langton had at ſeveral times Diſcountenanced and pre- 
vented ſeveral Papifts from Embracing the Proteſtant Religion, ſince the ſaid Do- 
minick Langton's pretended Converſion to the Church of Treland, particularly 


tha: the faid Langton had encouraged one Roger Flattery to continue a Papiſt, 
tho” he ſeemed inclinable to change his Religion: But the ſaid Langton defired 


him to ſtick to his Principles, that he Diſcourſed him concerning Extream 
Undtion, the faid Langton told him it was a Sacrament, and that thoſe were 
Damnid that did not uſe it. Further faid, that tho' Langton was reputed to be 
a Proteſtant Miniſter, yet he looked upon him to be a Papiſt. 


Mary Dalton a Papiſt Txt Examined, faid, that Dominick Langton prevented 


her becoming a Proteſtant. That the went to Meares's Houle to the ſaid Langton, 
that in Meares's preſence the ſaid Langton uſed . 2raps 2, to induce her to be 
a Proteſtant, but afterwards having an opportunity by Mr. Meares's abſence di- 
ſuaded her from it, which was about Twelve Months ago. He the ſaid Langton 
alſo told her, there was no Salvation without Faſting and Praying, which was 


not praiſed in the Proteſtant Church. He told her, ſhe ought to pray to the 
Virgin Mary and other Angels, but not to do ſo in the preſence of Mr. Meares, 
She asked him, what Religion was beſt ? He ſaid the Popiſh. She thought Langton 


a Papift in his Heart, that ſhe came to Mr. Meares's Houſe on purpoſe to 
become a Proteſtant, but was prevented by the ſaid Langtor ; that what Mr. Lang- 
von ſaid to her, prevented her applying to any other Miniſter to be Converted. 
* Garret Dillon a Proteſtant about Six Years, he met Mr. Langton coming from 
Mr. Magar's Burial, Who told him it was betterforhim to have continued a Papiſt 
than become a Proreſtant. That as for his part, tho” he changed his Religion, 
he did it for Bread, but that he was a Papiſt in his Heart. . 

Francis Freeman a Papiſt, about three Years ago he was at Mr. Meares's 
Houſe, where he ſaw the faid Langton, who faid he would uſe his Endeavours to 
e ſaid Freeman to become a Proreſtant, but having an Opportunity, and. 


being alone with the ſaid Lang ton, he the ſaid Langton, told him, that he the faid * 
Freeman was of the True-Religion, and bad him perſiſt in it: That when he 


went to Dublin he would Satisfy him that it was the beſt; But if his Friends 
knew what he told him, it would do him a Prejudice : That Mr. Meares was 
always very kind to him: The faid Langton Recommended him to one Timothy 


Haven a Papiſt in Dublin, to Converſe with him till he the ſaid Zangron came 


to Town. | | 

 Wilkam Dalton a Papift, met the {aid Langton at Mr. Magan's Burial, told 
him he thought the ſaid Maga made a bad Exit; the ſaid Langton made Anſwer, 
that he uſed all the Art be could to Prevail on him toDye a Papi#, but could not. 


Michael Lymam a Papiſt, being Examined, faid that his Mother-in-T.aw be- 


- ing very ill, the faid Langton went to ſee her, and asked her if he ſhould Anoint 
her, that he could do it as well as any Prieft, for the vertue of the Bleſſed Oyl 
wick which his Hands were Anointed, ſtill Remained on his Fingers; That he 

| 2 ͤ never 


never was Un- prieſted by the Church of Rome; but that he ſtill could Admini- 
ſter the Sacrament, and Anoint as well as any Prieſt whatſoever. | 


Neale Quin a Papiſt, ſaid that Mr. Langton and Mr. Meares Deſired him 0 
turn to Church; the faid Langton in the Preſence of Mr. Meares uſed Arguments 
to perſuade him to become a Proteſtaut, but when he was in Bed the ſaid Lang- 
ton, came to him, and deſired him not to turn to Church, but continue a Papiſt 
as he was; for he turned for Bread. | 

William Hutchinſon a Proteſt ant knows Langton, was acquainted with him in 
Italy, got him thro' Charity One Hundred and Twenty Cobs: Whenever any 
Veſſel came in with Fifh, Butter, or other things he always uſed to ſend him ſome, 
being a Merchant: That ſome time after the faid Langton being prevented by 
the ſaid Hutchinſon from Chriſtning a Child of a Prot eſtant Father, he gave the 
ſaid Examinant provoking and infolent Language; whereupon the ſaid Exami- 
nant Struck him, on which the ſaid Langton threatned to Stab him, and af- 

rwards gave in Informations Charging the Examinant with Trealon ; on Ac- 
count of which this Examinant was put to Trouble, and was in Danger of be- 


ing Profecuted, had he not made his Innocency appear to a Cardinal who was his 


Friend. | | 
Henry Glover a Proteſtant, heard the faid Langton laſt Eaſter was Twelve 
Months when he was in Bed ſay his Prayers in Triſh ; That the ſaid Langton 
talking of the Pretender, ſaid whoever took the Oath (meaning the Oath of Ab- 
juration ) was perjured, That he Churched the Queen who was the Pretender's 
Mother, and that he ſaw Milk fall from her Breaſt on her Cloaths. That there 
would be Troubleſome times ſoon. That he thought Mr. Aeares his beſt Friend, 
but if he turned him out of his Living, he 3 Revenged of him, That he 
the ſaid Langton Turned for Bread, and would Turn again. . 
Feremiab Warren a Proteſt ant, ſaid he was wrongfully charged with Accuſing 


his Maſter Lewis Meares, Eſq; and Refers to his Examination given in upon 


Oath. 5 | 


Mr. Packenham who was Examined, ſaid that he was one of the Commiſ- 
fioners when Lewis Meares and the reſt of the Gentlemen in the County of Vet- 


meat h were Tryed ; and that he would ſtand Engaged in Twenty "Thouſand - * 


Pounds Bonds for their Faithful Allegiance ; That no Body believed one Word 
that Langton Swore; That he was lookt upon in the Country to be ſtill a.Popifh. 
PruefF. | 4 1 2 EE e 
Captain Nemſtead being Examined, ſaid he was never with Mr. Langton alone, 


but fince Langton returned from England laſt, he came to him the faid Newſtead, 


and told him there was a neceſſity to bring him into the Accuſation; That he 


had done him Wrong; that what he informed againſt him upon Oath, he was told 


by Jeremiah Warren; he begged his Pardon, and told him he hoped he would be 


ſoon able to make him Satisfaction; Denys that he ever ſigned any Paper or 


Parchment with Lewis Meares, for thatthere was not a goodUnderſtanding or any 
Diſcourſe between them the ſaid Lewis Meares and Richard Newſiead for Five or 
Six. Years before. | © | , 2 
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Mr. Jante being Examined, ſaid that he had ſeen Mr. Higgins very often with: 


Mr. Langton, and believes the faid Higgins aſſiſted the ſaid Langton in Drawing 
the Examinations againſt him, and the reſt of the Gentlemen ; that he was 
* Committed for a Night upon the ſaid Information, and was Indicted as the reſt 
Nr. Lewis Meare an Attorney being Examined, ſaid that there was a Res 
port about the Town, that Mr. Higgins and Mr. Langton Were giving in Exami- 

nations againſt Lewis Meares, Eſq; and other Gentlemen of the County of Weſt= 

meath ; That he ſaw Mr. Higgins at the Council-Chamber ſoon after, who laid, that 
as ſure as ſome Bread was 1135 Hand was Bread, there was Conſpiracy againſſ 
che Queen; and that Mr. Higgins was always with Mr. Langton : The ſaid Higs 

ins told this Examinant, he would have his Gown ſtript off his Back. That 
he was at the Fair of Ballywore, when Lewis Meares, Eſq; Signed a Bill of, Fits 
teen Pounds to Captain Newſtcad. That he was this third Day of Auguſt threats 
ned by Mr. Higgins, without giving him any manner of Provocation or ſaying 
one Word to him, that he wor 


d have him upon his Marrow-Bones : That hy 
was told by one Freeman, that one Rigby was one Sunday locked up with Mr, 
Higgins in his Chamber, Drawing the Examinations aforeſaid againſt; Lewis 
Meares, Eſq; and. the reſt of the Gentlemen in the County of Weſtmeath., -- 4 
Four Committee having Read ſeveral Examinations, heard all the Witneſſes 
85 and having Debated the Matter, came to the following i\elolutiouss 
Neffen, 8 „„ Eo 
That it is the Opinion of this Committee, That Dominic Langton Clerk 
formerly a Fryar, fince his pretending to become a Proteſtant, hach Diſcountes 
nanced and Obſtructed the Converſion of ſeveral Papitts to the Proteſtant Relis 
gion, 4 1 been Guilty of many other Scandalous Practices. . 
efolvyed, 5 | 85 | | „ 
That it is the Opinion of this Committee, That che Examination an 
December laſt, by the ſaid Dominick Lang ton, againſt Lewis Meares, Eiq; and 
ſeveral other Proteſtant Gentlemen of the County of Weſtmeath, in Which hg 
Charges them with Entering into an Aſſociation againſt Her Majeſty and Hey 
27 7 wy Notoriouſly Falſe, Groundleſs and Malicious. "i 
eſotved, 8 ö N e 

5 hat it is the Opinion of this Committee, That the Houſe be moved tha 
A an Humble Addrels be Preſented to His Grace the Lord Lieutenant, to \deſirdy 
nat Her Majeſty would be Pleaſed to order the ſaid Dominick Langton to 05 
ſtruck off the Eſtabliſhment of this Kingdom. 6 HF 38 — 7 i 
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B Vertue of an Order f the Houſe of Commons, I ao appoint Fran 


17 
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__ cis Dickſon to Print the Report from the Committee, appointed 
po x Inſpeit the Examinations given in by Dominick Langton Cle 
dea Lewis Meares, EV; and other Proteſtant Gentlemen of ow 
1 7. of Weſtmeath, and that no other Perſon do preſume td Pri 
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